
Broken Hill – Resources for Regions 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to provide you with information on Broken Hill City Council’s EOI 

submission under the State Government’s Resources for Regions program. 

After significant lobbying and advocacy, Broken Hill has been added to the list of NSW regional towns 

available to access this important funding. 

Timelines for the current round of funding have been extremely tight, however Council has prioritised three 

projects that it considers worthy of support and funding.  

The Resources for Regions program is sourced from Restart NSW, the NSW Government's fund for 

infrastructure, to support economic growth and productivity. It is managed by Infrastructure NSW, aims to 

support regional and rural NSW communities affected by mining by addressing infrastructure constraints. 

Local Government Areas eligible to apply are: Broken Hill, Cessnock, Cobar, Lithgow, Maitland, Mid-Western 

Regional, Muswellbrook, Narrabri, Newcastle, Singleton and Wollongong. 

Broken Hill’s EOIs are: 

Broken Hill Heritage City – Living Museum and Light Project 

This project aims to restore Argent Street to its rightful place in the social fabric of the nation; uniting 

residents with visitors in what will be Australia’s first national heritage listed city. A world-class sound and light 

show will send a clear message to residents, visitors and investors that Broken Hill is a destination 

differentiated from all others; through its originality, fearlessness, creativity & cultural narrative.   

Building on a strong record of heritage, conservation and tourism, this infrastructure project will preserve and 

enhance heritage assets and experiences in the Broken Hill CBD, focusing on Argent Street and the Line of 

Lode. The project scope covers an area from Crystal to Beryl Streets and Bromide to Delamore Streets. There 

is significant tourism, investment, residential and community value in this project as well as the opportunity to 

create an economy around heritage restoration.  The sound and light show will ignite a new tourism and 

events industry, assuring the sustainability of the destination and broadening its appeal.  

The Resources for Regions funding will transform Broken Hill in the following ways: 

The CBD will be an authentic and immersive heritage, retail and hospitality precinct. To walk along its wide 

main street will be to discover a lost world, not a museum or re-creation of a historic town but a real place, 

tangible and lively, with interpretation and art bringing into being its stories behind the facades; tall tales 

and true.   

Council is currently seeking expressions of interest from suitably qualified urban designers to continue to 

develop this vision. The designers will assist with the consultation process with a range of stakeholders and a 

focus on CBD traders. 

Broken Hill Civic Centre – Mice 

The Broken Hill Civic Centre – Outback Centre for Meetings, Incentives, Conference and Events (MICE) is 

part of an integrated infrastructure development program connecting various sites to foster economic 

diversification through tourism and events. 

The project will not only restore the grandeur of what was once the most iconic Civic Centre in Outback 

Australia but also revive Broken Hill through aligning infrastructure development with an active approach to 

attracting MICE activity to the city. 

The project aims to contribute to the achievement of doubling the visitor economy by 2020 through 

activating the Civic Centre into a modern day hub for MICE activity.  This builds on the foundations of an 

established conference and events program that populates the Civic Centre and the City with activity 

annually and capitalises on transforming existing infrastructure into a hub that can cater for modern needs 

and expectations.



 

 

This project will undertake infrastructure upgrades to the ageing Civic Centre to make it a hub for MICE 

activity in Outback Australia. The aspiration is to support this development with a demand-building 

approach that stimulates MICE activity for the broader benefit of Broken Hill and the Far West NSW region.  

Specifically, this project addresses the infrastructure requirements of the Civic Centre and an upgrade of its 

capacity to meet modern standards and expectations (lift installation, air-conditioning, seating, kitchen, 

staging, conference facilities, partitioning, foyer/entrance, amenities, disabled access, and energy 

efficiency) 

Broken Hill Studios – Outback Digital Hub 

Through State and Local Government investment, ‘Station B’ has been re-developed into a 2,300m2 studio, 

the largest in regional Australia and the fifth largest studio space nationally. During this time the ‘Broken Hill 

Film, Studios and Precinct Business Plan (2010)‘ was developed, proposing a multi-sector business model for 

the sustainability of the precinct.   

Since then the site has been utilised by educators, film-makers, artists and events. However, its success is 

limited by the unfinished infrastructure works, which are inhibiting investment and holding up the 

opportunities presented by this site.  

This project is about connecting the site to high speed data and creating the Outback Digital Hub. This will 

lead to jobs being created across the region through businesses taking up residence to deliver services 

around film, tourism, technology, education, events and artisans studios.  Youth, students and academics 

will use the site as a creative and learning hub.  

The precinct will attract visitors, artists, film-makers, educators and industry leaders. It will show-case the 

resilience and innovation of regional communities in Australia; provide a sustainable solution for diversity in 

conjunction with mining; and deliver returns on investment for Government expenditure on the high speed 

broadband roll-out. 

This application seeks to complete the final stage of the Broken Hill Studios re-development, transforming the 

precinct into a community and commercial space, diversifying and attracting economic and social 

benefits to the broader region and skewing an entire industry towards attracting and retaining younger 

generations, which is of significant importance to the overall sustainability of Broken Hill. 

Where to from here? 

 September 2014: Announcement of shortlisted projects, and invitations to submit Detailed Applications 

issued. 

 Date to be advised: Detailed Applications close. This application will include consultation with 

community and stakeholders. 

 Quarter 1 2015:  Announcement of successful projects 

Council Contacts? 

Council will continue to keep you informed as this significant application progresses. Inquiries can be 

directed to Council’s Manager Economic Development Andrea Roberts on 8080 3300. 

 

 

 

Therese Manns 

General Manager, Broken Hill City Council 


